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MELBOURNE:A full air,
landand sea searchfailedto find

any cluesyesterday

to the mys-

tery
surrounding

the disap-
pearance

of a
Melbournepilotin

BassStraiton Saturdaynight.

Mr
Frederick Valentich,

20, dis-
appeared afterhe radioedto Mel-
bourne Flight Servicethathe was
beingshadowedby a largeobject

whichhe couldnot
identify,

but
whichwas "not an

aircraft".

He wason a
routineflightfrom

Moorabbin Airportto King Island.

Mr
Valentich's parents,who live

in the
Melbournesuburbat Avon-

daleHeights,saidon Sunday night
theybelievedtheirson had been
takenby an

unidentifiedflyingob-
ject.

Theysaidtheydidnot
believe

the
theorythathe may have

accidentally

inverted

in thedarkandwas flying

upsidedown.He had been trained
in

aerobaticflying.

A Departmentof Transport

spokesman
saidlastnightthatthe

department

had no
official

or unof-

ficial attitudeto the
disappearance,

but he
commented,

"It couldhave
been anything".

Peoplehad
speculated

that Mr
Valentich had inverted and was
seeinglightsreflected on clouds,
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possiblyfromCapeOtwayor Cape
Wickham, King Island.

Therewas good
visibility

on Sat-
urdaynight,and senior pilotshad
toldhimthatVenus,whichwasvery
brightat

present,tendedto change

colourdrasticallywhen viewedat
altitude.

An RAAF Cariboucrashedyes-
terdayin the WesternHighlandsof
PapuaNew Guineabut an Air Force
spokesman

saidall aboardhad es-
capedinjury.

In a
statement issuedin

Canberra,

the
spokesman

saidthe aircraftwas
eithertakingoff or landingat a
small airstripcalledEliptamin,

about 15 kilometres north-east of
Telefomin, when it crashedabout
2.15pm.

The aircraftwas captainedby
Flight Lieutenant

Bob Burstall,the
co-pilot was PilotOfficerMark
Freemanand the crew technician

was CorporalJohn Young.

HONIARA,Solomon Islands,
Monday(AAP).— A day-long

searchby aircraftand shipshas
failedto locatethe missingIslander

aircraft,
of the Solaircompany,

whichwentdownin the sea off
Guadalcanal

in stormy weatheryes-
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terday.

The
twin-enginedIslander,with a

pilotfrom
Queensland

and 10 pas-
sengerson board,was on a routine

flight betweenthe islandsof Rennell

and Bellonawhenit ditchedin the
sea.

CaptainMichaelMaynard,of
Brisbane,radioedthathe was being
forcedto ditchand it was

believed

thathis
aircraft

ran out of fuelin
roughweather.


